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Foundation Stage
Curriculum Areas

Observed level of attainment; strengths and areas for development;
progtess and planning

Personal, Social &
FEmotional
Development

Alice has had an amazing few years at Staunton Montessori and she has a place right in the heart of our
nursery family’. Tt is going to be vety hard to say goodbye to her as she starts her new adventures at big
school but I know she is really ready for it and will do so well in the future. Alice is really kind, caring
and very sociable, if any of the other children are upset she is always one of the first to offer a cuddle
and a tissue to try to cheet them up. Alice has a lovely sense of fun and she is always at the centre of
whatever is happening in the classroom or outside and because of this she has made lots of friends as the
other children always want to play with her. Alice has built great relationships with all the adults at the
nursery, she has lots of news each day about het ponies and all the lovely things that she does at home.
Alice has a really positive and conscientious approach to whatever she does, she is so keen to learn and
even when she finds things a little tricky she perseveres and nevet gives up; this ‘can do’ attitude will be
such a bonus when she statts school, any teacher should love to have her in their class. T would like to
wish Alice all the best in the future, we will all miss her lots.

Physical
Development

Alice loves to be outside whatever the weather and she has really built her confidence physically on all the
large play equipment this year. She can now often be found quite high in the climbing tree at the Forest
School, her competitive nature really comes in here - if her friends can do it so can she! She is aware of
her own limitations though and how to keep herself safe and is able to come back down safely and
independently too. Alice has good fine motor skills, she holds her pencil well and is starting to write quite
a few letters correctly. She often can be found in the mark making atrea as she loves to draw and write.
Alice has practised getting all her outside clothes on this year and is very good at getting her shoes on and
off, she even helps some of the younger children get ready now too.

Communication
And Language

Alice loves to talk to adults both individually and in small groups but can still be a little shy when talking
in larger groups. I am sure she will build this confidence next year when she is a little older. She always
listens beautifully and is able to follow a sequence of instructions, often explaining them to children who
may not have been listening so well. She has a really mature vocabulary which treflects all the lovely
things she does outside nursery. I have really noticed how Alice’s imaginative language has developed
this year, she often organises really amazing role plays with her friends (usually involving at least one
horse, naturally!) and will add a great stoty line to whatever they are doing. I know so much more about
hotses than ever before after two years with Alice. She is a natural leader but will listen to other
children’s ideas too and include them in what they are doing.

Literacy

Alice is really interested in letters and has tried so hard to learn as many as she can this year, she knows
quite a few and will identify what sound they usually make. T am sure she will love having reading books
at school next year as she enjoys looking at stories in the book cotner and retelling them to her friends.
Alice also enjoys writing, she has been able to wtite her own name for quite some time but recently has
been keen to have a go at writing other things too. Initially Alice would ask to copy an adult’s writing
but her confidence has really grown and now she has a go at writing words like ‘Mum” and Dad’ by
herself, we are all so proud of her.

Mathematics

Alice has spent lots of time working with the Montessoti Maths equipment this yeat. She recognises her
numbers to five, can put them in the correct order and usually counts out the correct number of objects
in a group. Beyond five Alice can get a little muddled and tends to count things more than once or not at
all; this is petfectly normal for this stage and we remind the children to touch things as they count ot line
them up and move them so that they only count them once. She is able to order things by size and can
name some common two dimensional shapes. Alice has great problem solving skills and is really
practical, this is really evident when outside building things. She will find branches that are the correct
length and carefully balance them between two logs to build a jump, moving things closer together ot
finding a longer one if they are not the right size - brilliant practical maths.

Understanding the
World

Alice has really enjoyed watching the seasons change around Staunton this yeat, she confidently talks
about the weather and all the different things that she finds around the paddock and woods. She is really
kind to the insects that she finds and always puts them back where she has found them. Alice has been
introduced to aspects of different cultures from around the world this yeat, she is always one of the first
to volunteer to try on clothes from different countries and will, with a little petsuasion, try new food.
She enjoys all the cooking activities and uses the kitchen tools catefully.

Expressive Arts
And Design

Alice is very creative and likes to do the activities in the craft area. It has been lovely to observe how
her approach to this has changed duting the year; it is no longer about how much paint and glue she
gets on her fingers, now Alice is starting to carefully try the different techniques suggested to her and
develop her own ideas. Alice also loves to sing and dance — Sally, Sally, Don’t You Stop’ is now
officially 2 new song in the nursery that all the other children know too!




